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- Withhold not * from them to whom it is * when it 1s in the | 
Pomer of thine hand to do it. Prov. iii. 27. a 
Prepare thy work without, and make it fit for thy ſelf i in the feli, 4 
aud afterwards build clone hoaſe. Prov. xxiv. 27: 4 
Where. no counſel is, the People fall: but in the multitude of Couns | 
1 there is ſa th Prov. xi. 14. ; 
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The Teſtamentary Duty of the Parliament 
of Scotland, &c. 


<4 HE Heats and Debates, that are both within and 
| without Doors, about the great Project now on 
foot, are ſufficient to prove, That all great Changes 
when Sudden, are Dangerous. For my Share I am 
reſolved to add no Fewel to a Fire, that is like to grow to a 
Conflagration. I ſee Forwardneſs enough in the Parliament to 
proceed in this Matter, why then ſhould I incite them who 
run, to mend their Pace? There is Ferment enough among 
the People, why ſhould I augment it? I ſhould be heartily 
glad, particularly at ſuch a Juncture as this, That both Parlia- 
ment and People were ſo denyed, each to their ownPrivileges,as 
to judge them leſs than really they are: For then, inſtead of 
Mutual Encroachments, there would be Mutual Conceffions; 
Whereas we often find, that the Natural Propenſion of the 
one to Liberty, and of the other to. Dominion, prompts them 
to ſcrue up, each their own Rights to the higheſt Pitch, and 
readily to extend them beyond their due Limits. Hence pro- 
ceed, Univerſal Jealouſie, Debate, Diuiſion and Contention; 


Which often terminate in ſuch Commotions and Convulſions | 


of the Body Politick, as hazard its Diſſolution. 

The Delign of the preſent Diſcourſe, is, with all Humility 
to lay before the Parliament, ſome things that urgently crave 
their Conſideration, among which ſince there are ſome Grie- 
N 7 A 2 vances 


| WE): . 
vances repreſented, which meerly concern the Nation, whether 
it be conlidered in an United or Separate State, let me as a 
Seo Mun, with att carneftneſs entreat a Scots Parliament, to 
think of applying ſuitable Remedies to thefe, at this, the beſt, 
if not the only Opportunity, that ever ſhall offer for rectifying 

Abuſes of that kind. -— | 3 
- - Firſt, then, It is well known, that, though our Severeigns 
have conſtantly in their Letters to our Parliaments, and Inſtru- 


tions to their Commiſſioners, Declared their Royal Inclinati- 


tions, to have Laws made for the Security of Property, and 
Encouragement of Vertue and Induſtry : Yet whatever En- 
deavours or Steps have been made in this Matter, there is not 
ſo much done in the Review of our Old Laws, for clearing up 
and amending them; or in Enacting New Laws, as is plain- 


* 


M neceſſary for the Intereſt of the Lieges: Some had Draughts 


in dir Scots Laws which concern Private Right, except for 
evident Utility for the Subjects within Scotland, is it not for 


there be a - Finiſhing Stroke given to our Laws now, by 
CorreQing what is Amiſs, 18 
before the Lepiſlative Power, by Vertue of the Union, be devol- 
ved upon the Parliament of Grent- Britain; Who, as they will 
be tender upon the Point of our Laws, being precluded from 
making any Alteration in them, except for Evident Utility of 
the Subjects within Scotland, ſo are ſcarce Competent Jad ger of 


the Parliament's Honour and the Kingdoms Intereft, that 


Supplying what is Wanting, 


Poſts that were a dealing there; whereby a-great Part of the 


that TCrility, being utter Strangers to our Laws and Cuſtoms? 
: Secondly, The Nation groans under a Faillure, in that part of 
our Conſtitution which relates to the Office of Secretary, and the 
Adminiſtration thereof within this Kingdom. It's well known, 
that ſince the Union of the Crowns, & particularly ſince . 


Acceſſion to that Poſt, the Office of Secretary has ingroſſed ſo 


large a Power in the Management of our Affairs, and the Diſ- 
patch of all Truſts; That it was not without Ground, they 
were called our Kings de facto. And as they were Capable, in 


the Exerciſe of ſuch a Power, to Tyrannize; ſo it cannot be 


denyed, that the Nation felt their Weight, with little or no 


Hope of Relief, there being ſcarce any accels to the Sovereigns, 


but by them who were to be Complained of. By their Infiuen- 
ces were all theSovereign s Favours diſpenſed, Donations, Places, 


Penſions and Alienations granted : and theſe have been too 


often prodigally waſted, by which the Credit of the Treaſury 


ſuffered, the Fees of the Servants of the Crown were poſtponed, 


and the Labours and Depurſements of Private Perſons for 


the Publick, flighred and unpayed. One inſtance for all, 


is, that of James Bain, who built the Palace of Hoh-rood- 
houſe; And a Truſt fo great Committed to the Secretaries, 


furniſhed them with an Occaſion, as Changes happened 


in that Poſt, (which of late has been very frequently) to 
thruſt out of Charge and Office, all that were not of their own 
FaQion, and entirely devored to their Intereſt, without re- 
gard to any Fault of theſe they turned out, or to any Merit 
or Qualification of ſuch as they advanced. This was the: 
Cauſe of beſtowing Places of Truſt on Perſons of Inſuffi- 
ciency ; of great Irritation in the Diſobliged, of Faction a- 
mong our Governours, and great Diviſions and Heart-burn-- 
ings among all .concerned. Hence was it, that great Mul- 
titudes run to London, rivalling on one another for the Scots 


Sub- 


FD 

Subſtance of this Nation came to be ſpent in England; and 
which was worſe, their Promotion, being generally by the 
Influences of Engliſb men, occaſioned a Dependance on that 
Court, which proved fatal to this Kingdom. Does not thea 
the Regulating of this Matter, ſo as afterwards we may be 
the more Healthy in that part of our Conſtitution, require 
our Parliament's Healing hand? And ſurely, Whether the 


Union hold or not, the Ordering this Affair might be found 


as conducive to the Nation's Intereſt, as ſome Articles of the 
Treaty. gh - : 
Thirdly, As to the College of Juſtice, which by the 19th 


Article is to remain after the Union, as it is now conſtitute, 


I humbly propoſe the following Things to the Conſideration 


of our Parliament. And firſt, That it is obvious to all Men, 


that Vertue, and Induſtry, and the Trade, and Commerce 
of this Nation, are greatly diſcouraged, nay dwindled away 
into nothing, through a litigious Habit the People have fal- 
len into, of bringing to Law their Creditors, or others they 


have Buſineſs with, upon every flight Occaſion ; to which 
| they. are encouraged by the extraordinary Tediouſneſs of 


Law-Proceſs, even when they are ſupported by meer Shifts 


and trifling Tricks, to the Scandal of the Nation's Juſtice. 
It's vifible, that Men often ſpend more than the Subject of 


Debate, before they can expede their Buſineſs at Law, eſpe- 
cially before the Lords of Seſſion ; and thus they miſerably 


loſe their Subſtance, and ſpend their Time in Grief and Ve- 


xation. The Tediouſneſs of theſe Pleas occaſions ſuch a mul- 
titude of Lawiers; and Iam afraid the throng of Lawiers is 
the Cauſe of the Multitude and Tediouſnels of Pleas, and 


they give mutually Growth to one anothec, till both are be- 
come the unſupportable Burden of the Kingdom. For re- 


moving this Epidemical Humour of Litigioutneſs, were it not 


neceſſary, that according to the Laws of Nature and Nations, 


and 
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and our own Municipal Laws, the ſtricteſt Care ſhould be, 
adhibite, that he who vexes another, whether he be Purſuer 


. EET - 

ordinary Expenſes may be prevented, which are ſo prejudi- 
cial to the Creditors, the Bankrupts themſelyes, and to the 
Nation in general? For inforcing of this Point, I ſhall only 
add, that Credit being ſo nearly concerned in this Matter, 
in vain do we make one Standard in Britain of Coins, Weights 
and Meaſures, for Encouragement and free Courſe of Trade, 
ik Credit, which is the Sinew of Trade, —_ the 

y, and 
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| want of Eaſe and Diſpatch of Juſtice, ſuffer ſo grievou | 
| if we be not brought in this Matter on a Level with our | 
{ Neighbours, we do but abuſe our ſelves to imagine an Ad-. 
| vance of Trade, ar that Foreigners will come to reſide and 
| trade among us. Secondly, Seeing many complain, That it 

is too often the Favour of a Secretary or ſame other Courtier, 


and not the Merit of the Perſon, that advances to the impor« 
fant Poſt of Lord of Seſſion, would it not be wiſh'd, for pre- 
venting Partiality in the Election of theſe Judges, and that 
the Bench may be filled with ſufficient Men, that this 
or the like Courſe might be taken, to wit, That the Lords of 
the Seſſion, in Conjunction with the Clerks of the Inner and 
Outter-Houſe, as alſo the Faculty of Advocates,and if it were 
thought fit, the Writers to the Signet joined with them, as 
being the Perſons: beſt acquaint- with- Mens Character and 
Sufficiency, ſhould, after taking an Oath de fideli to ehuſe im- 
partially, by billating and no otherways, elect a certain 
Number out of the Faculty of Advocates, 5, 7, 10, or 15, as 
the Parliament pleaſes, to be as Candidates for the Poſt of 
Lord of Seffion ; and as one is advanced or dies, of the ſaid 
Candidats, that the Number be ſupplied by the ſaid Perfons © 
in the manner above narrated ? This would be an effectul! 
Method, for our being furniſhed with Judges of Sufficiency 
and Integrity: Whereas if they be cullied out of the whole 


IIS 


Faculty and Writers to the Signet, without any Limitation; 
our hazard of bad Judges fhall continue as formerly. The 5 


third 


Auiſite 
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ſhird thing to be ſpecially adverted to with reference to the 
College of Juſtice, is the Buſinefs of Appeals: To allow no 
Appeals from that Court, is to conſtitute fiſteen Tyrants, as 
our Hiſtorian called theſe Judges of old; and to augment the 
Grievances we are under already, with reſpect᷑ to this Judica- 
ture, and to fill the whole Nation with Complaint and Dif- 
content; What ſhall they think of this Abſolute Power, who 
obſerve, that Men take not ordinarily their Meaſures ac- 
cording to the Fuſtice or Injuſtice of their Suits, but their In- 
fluence on and Intęreſt with the Lords; adhering to the old 
Compend of the Scots Law, Shew me the Man, . I'll-ſhew you the 
Law? And finally, what ſhall be their Opinion of it, who are 
concerned in Appeals already made from the Seſſion, and in 
diſcuſſing whereof they expect Redrefs? And certainly it is 
the Sentiment of the Generality of the Nation, That there 
ſhould. be Appeals from the Lords of Seſſion, if it ſhould have 
no other Effect than to over-aw them. «© © 
On the other hand, That there ſhould he Appeals from 
the Seſſion. to the Bririſh Parliament or to the Houſe of Peers 
there, makes the Caſe yet worſe than if the Seſſion's Sentence 
ſhould be irrevocable; for then it's plain, a Door is laid o- 
pen to the greateſt Oppreſſion of the Lower Rank of Men; 
the Potent Adverſary has nothing elſe to do, but appeal from 
the Seſſion, when Sentence is pronounced againſt him, and. 
the other Man, by reaſon of ſo great a diſtance from London 
as 3, 4, 8.5 or perhaps 700 Miles, and the vaſt Expenſes re- 
or ſuch a Journey, and his Attendance there till his 
Judges were at Leiſure, would be obliged to let fall his Claim, 
after all his Pains and Charges in bringing the Matter to a 
Sentence in this Nation: And in caſe he undertakes the Jour- 
ney, and there be room in that great Court for his Plea; are 
Engliſbmen, who are ignorant of our Laws, capable to judge 


what is according or contrary to them? This Matter does 
B indeed 


— 2 
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indeed require the deepeſt Conſideration; and ſeeing tis ab- 
ſolutely 


out of all theſe, ſo they be the moſt F and Diligent 
all adminiſtrate 
J 13 manner of their Election, the 
Wiſdom of the Parliament all con 
this Point by ſaying, That as the due Regulation of the Affairs 
that relates to the College of Juſtice, does not in the leaſt in- 
rerfier with the 19th or any other Article of the Treaty, ſo the 
Effects thereof ſhall be extended to the whole Nation, and be 
tranſmitted to Poſterity; ſo that no Family great or ſmall, 
whatever Intereſt they now may have in Courts and Judica. 


* . 4 - 


ures, but ſome time or other, may enjoy the Benefit of due 


Regulations made now, or ſuffer exceedingly. by the want of 
Them. _ : (+ 3 5 3 „ 447 
Fourtbiß, The Continuance of a Privy Council after the 
Union, would be ſeriouſly conſidered by the Parliament. I 
find it provided by the laſt Clauſe ofthe agth Article of the 
Treaty, That, after the Union, the Queen's Majeſty and Her Ro. 


al Succeſſors may continue 4 Privy C ouncil in Scotland, for pre- 


Terving Publick Peace and Order, nntil the Parkement of Great: 


. Britain ſpall think fit to alter it, or eſtabliſh any other efſettual 


Method for that End. By which it is evident, That by the 
Treaty it is left in the Power of the Britiſb Parliament, to.abo- 
Iſh our Privy Council: For they are the Judges of what Me- 
thod will be effectual for preſerving Publick Peace and Order:; 
Yet 1 humbly. conceive, , the Honour and Intereſt of this Na: 
tion do require, chat this Matter be more fixed; our Privy 
Touncil is the Hand of our Government, by which our Laws 

| | Are 
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are preſerved in Life and Vigour, and made effectual to the 
Ends for which they are appointed; By it Peace and Order 
are reſer ved, and all our Rights, Private and Publick, Civil 


and Sacred, are defended from Encroachments, why then is 


it not reſerved with our Laws and other Courts of Judica- 
ture? Indeed, this Matter would not be of fo great Impor. 
tance, if there were an exact Uniformity of Laws and Go. 
vernment throughout the whole Ifland, and in all reſpe&s - 
one joint Intereſt : But when our Laws, that concern Private 
Right, are different, and to continue ſo after the Union, as 
are likewiſe thoſe Laws that concern Church- Government, 
will it not do much to render them uſeleſs, that the Execu- 
tion of them may be put in the hands of the Church of Exg- 
land Engliſh-men ? who as they will not readily underſtand 
the Laws, that concern Private Right, ſo will not incline for 


the Execution of theſe which concern the Rights of our 


Church, but rather be at pains to do away the Difference, 


that is in that Matter betwixt the two Nations, by refuſing 


Requeſts, ae Inſults, and fo weakening our Govern- 
ment piece meal, till it be annulled; while perhaps, they, 
with Saul, think they do GO D good Service. The danger 
of this will be the more apparent, and, I may ſay, inevitable, 
in caſe there be nothing provided by our Treaty, to ballance 
the Sacramental Teſt in Eng/and ; and this is the next thing I 
would lay before the Parliament. CO RE: 7 
_ Fifthly then, As the making a due Ballance in this Matter, 
has no viſible Contrariety to the Articles of Treaty, fo it will 
be found molt agreeable to Juſtice and Equity, and conduce 
to the Honour and Safety of this Nation. For clearing this 
Point a little, let me humbly offer the following Con ders Us 
ons. 1/ft, Since the Juſtice of all Contracts conſiſts in a dug 
Obſervance of ſuch Equality, as the one Party ſhall challenge 
no Advantage beyond, or take no Advantages of the other; I 
pag noone ee eee 


* 
* . 


Hacilitate its taking Effect, it wilt: be neceſſary for their pur- 


EEE 1) 
would fain- know, where the Bop 
Church of England. Engliſb. men to all Places of Truſt in Scotlan 
while in the mean time Scots Presbyterians are debarred from 


the Truſt of a Juſtice of Peace in England, except in the Caſe 


of Occaſional Conformity, as long as that Mitigation ( if it 
can be called ſo) continues. If our Parliament be weary of 


Presby terian Government, why do they grant it any Security? 


If they are not weary of it, .why ſhould they by this Omiſſion, 
teave it expoſed to inevitable Danger, and not put its Security 
on a Level with that of the Church of England by the Sacra- 
mental Feft ? '24y, To omit this Security, will appear the 
more odd.that if one of the Parties were in the Caſe in hand to 


* 


plead a ſpecial: Privilege, Scotland might, with more Juſtice, 


lay cla im to it than England; in regard, that as it is the avowed 
PrinCiple of this Church, to which they conſtantly adhered, that 
their Worſhip and Government is of Divine Appointment, ſo 
they are ſolemnly ſworn to Maintain the ſame, and own. 
the Obligation of that Oath; Whereas it cannot be ſaid, thar 
the Body of the Church of England own. fo ſtrong Engage- 
ments unto their Church. Government and Ceremony-Worſhip. 


Does not the greateſt part of them acknowlege the Matter of 


Church - Government, to be but Ambulatory; and their Cere- 


monial Worſhjp, wherein they differ from us, to be bur by 


Humane Inſtitution, which renders theſe Things neceſſary, 


which in their own nature are indifferent? Shall then the Secu- 


rity given to their Church-Government and Worſhip, which- 


by the Generality of that Church, is accounted little more than 
Endifferent, that i to ſay, but Decent, receive a more ample. 
Security than our Church-Government and Worſhip, which 
we account the Matters of our GOD, with which: we can by 
no means diſpenee? 34. If the Parliament would expect to 
reconcile the Hearts of true Presbyterians to this Union, and ſo 


poſe, 


ity can be of 2 
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poſe, to grant at leaſt as full Security to our Church, as Eng - 
land grants to theirs: for without it they cannot but look on 


their Church. Government as loſt, and as effectually overturn- 


ed, as if it were Aboliſhed by Act of Parliament. How eaſily 
can they, who have the Publick Adminiſtration of Civil Af 
fairs committed to them, ſtarve it ſo, as according to the ordi- 
nary Courſe of human Affairs, it cannot but fall, and that 
without any probable hope of Recovery? Was not the Ex- 
cluding of Proteſtants from all Places of Truſt, to which Pa. 
piſts were admitted, more Fatal to the French Church than 


all the Blood they loft in the Civil Wars? And are our Scots 


Presbyterians ſo much Maſters of the Church of Exgland-Men 
in Power and Politicks, as to run the Race with them, and 
give chem o. great an Advantage — oo SST 
It's hoped, the Parliament will take all the Premiſſes to 
their ſerious Conſideration. And ſeing this is only intended to 
put Men in mind, that there is ſometbing to he done in this: 


Critical Juncture: Let me in the /aft place offer my Opinion 


in the humbleſt manner, That it were fit a Committee 
of Parliament were appointed to weigh : theſe things, and 
Invite and Admit all Perſons, that have a Concern 
for the Publick, to come and attend them with Over- 
tures and Propoſitions that are neceſſary for ſettling: Matters, 
Sacred and Civil, for the Intereſt and. Peace af Us and our 


Poſterity, in an Opportunity that, if Jet flip, canuot be re- 


trived again: You are therefore now or never to do, What 
you will never be called to again. j. e et 
. Fronte capallata poſt eſt Occaſio calvs. pf + or fare Sores 
expect a fair Hearing in this Matter, the rather that I have 
given no Ground of Offence to either of the two contending 
Parties, and dipt as little as poſſible in the Controverſy of the 
time, fo that whatever be the Sentiments of the Reader, or 
whatever he may ſuppoſe mine to be of the Grand Project nov 
on foot, what I have write, bids fair for this favourable Con- 
| {tru=- 
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ſtruction, that if I am for the Union, I incline to have the 
Jealouſies that are entertamed of our Parliament Members re- 
moved: and I truly ſuppoſe they can ſcarce fall upon more ef- 
fectual Meaſures for that end, than by. ferioufly conſidering 
this Paper, to ſhew themfelves hearty for the Intereſt of their 
Country; and if I am againſt the Union, what I have done, 
expreſſes but my Deſire to have the belt made of an ill Bar- 
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\ ] Otwithſtanding the Parliament's Haſte in paſſing the 
"'Y 19th. Article, wherein they have out-run the Expe- 
___ Ration of moſt Men, who conſidered its Import; the 
Author thought fic to publiſh this Diſcourſe. - Becauſe 1ſt. 
The due confideration of the 1, 2, 5 and 6th Thing repre- 
ſented therein, would not in the leaſt claſh-with any Part of 

the 19th. Article or any other yet paſt in Parliament; and fe. 

veral Regulations might be granted with Reference to the Col- 
lege of Juſtice and Privy Council, without any Encroach- 
ment on what's done as to theſe ; for Example, to determine 

Appeals fo, as the Lords of Seſſion would not have a Power to 


Tyrannize, nor the Litigious and Richer Adverſary to oppreſs 


and ruine his Oppoſite by an Appeal to the Houſe of Lords at 
Landon, may be called an Addition, but no Oppoſition to the 
454. 5 NES EE 1 
Secondly, Tho? anſwering the End of this Paper were contrary 
to hat's already Voted in Parliament, yet have they not only - | 


„ 5 .* 1 

a Power to add what may be wanting, & what perliaps has nat 
yet occured to the Parliament, or to the Treaters according to 
Her Majeſty's Letter and Her Commiſſioner's Speech: But 
likewiſe they are Inveſted with an undoubted Right, to alter 
or aboliſh what themſelves have Voted or Enacted. This is ſuf. 
ficiently plain from the Nature and Ends of a Legiſlative 
Power, by which Laws are made and repealed, according as 
the Nation's Intereſt may require; it indeed the Treaty of 
Union were fully concluded by the Conſent of both Nations, 
there would remain no Place for our Parliament's RetraQati® 
on, the Authority thereof being Diſſolved as ſoon as the Con- 
tract is compleated ; But it is not ſo in the preſent Caſe, and 
none can contravett the Parliament's Power, after Voting all 
the Articles ſeverally, to reject them all at once, and fo over- 
throw at one Vote, what they have been Eſtabliſhing by many. 
And that the Parliament ought to.exert its Power, while any 
Breath of it remains with them, for providing againſt the E- 
vils mentioned here, or what may be further Repreſented, is ſo 
plainly Conſequential to the Nature and Ends of the Truſt 
Committed to them, that Impudence it ſelf dares ſcarce diſputę 
it. Now is the Whole Nation waiting. to know, what ſhall be th 
Teſtamentary Kindaoeſs of their Dying Parliament; & if it is the 
indiſpenſible Duty of a Parliament (where it is not the Per ſonal 
Concern ot the Particular Members, but the General Intereſt of a 
Nation that's Managed) to be faithfukin the Diſcharge of ſo 
Weighty and Sacred a Truſt, and with the Greateſt 
Concern to regard the Natiows Safety, and accord 
ing to the Power lodged in them, promote its In- 
tereſt, even when they touch not the Subſtance but Cir- 
cumſtances of their Conſtitution, and when the Errors they 
make, may be after wards. Corrected. How ſtrong aud pungent 
muſt the Obligation be, that lyes on our preſent Par- 
liament (before which are the moſt. Valuable: Concerns, 


- 
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Sacred and Civil, of Us and Poſterity to future Ages, and 
which is about to alter our Conſtitution, and lay Things on 
another Baſis) to be, to the greateſt Degree, deliberate and 
cautious, in making this their Laſt and Irrevocable Will. 
Surely they are not to demur on altering again and again 
What they U never have another Opportunity to amend. And 
the Parhament's Receſs for ſome time, tho there were no other 
Reaſon for it, would be highly neceſfary, in order to a ma- 
ture Deliberation both of Parliament and People, in a Matter 
whereof the Moment is in it ſelf fo great, and the Conſequen- 
r 2 

That our Parliament muſt either make a Receſs, or con- 
tinue to ſit till it receive the Return of the Engliſb Parliament 
4 upon the Treaty, is evident ; Becauſe 1#, It's ſcarce to be 
4 ſuppos d, That the Engliſb Parliament will agree to a Treaty 
7 ſo complex and momentuous in its Articles, and wherein 


4 our Parliament has made ſome Alteration, without any Va- 
4 Tiation more or leſs, on their part, which, however inconſi- 
4 derable it may be, requires the Conſent of our Parliament to 


| rTatify the ſame, elſe the whole Bargain is blown up: For it's 

1 certain, the leaſt Variation of the Terms of Agreement by 

4 one Party Contracter, renders the previous Conſent of the o. 

| | ther, ineffectual to infer any Obligation upon him to the Ar- 

4 ticles of the Contract. 245). Tho it were ſuppos'd, that the 

ii Exzzlih Parliament did not alter one Jot of the Articles, as 

* they're agreed to by ours, yet both the Solemnity of the 

{4 Thing and Nature of the Contract do require, that our Par- 
liament have Intimation made to them of the other Party's 
Return, that they examine the Sufficiency of theConſent given 

by the Enplifb Parliament, as they (and moſt reaſonably too) 
did of that given by ours; that they Judge whether or not 
there is any Variation more or leſs made 1n the Articles, he- 
ther there is any Flaw in the Subſtance or Circum — of the 

5 | | gree- 


Princes. 


„„ : 5 _ 
Agreement that may poſſibly a its Subſiſtance: And that 
accordingly they may ratify or reject it. It is the Parliament 
that's to crave Amendment of what may be amiſs, and upon 
granting it, to pronounce Sentence appointing the Treaty's 
taking effect within the Kingdom of Scotland; or upon Refu- 
fal of Satisfaction, to unhinge all. And I füppoſe, none 
doubts, that in all Contracts, which in their own Nature are 
mutual, each Party muſt know, and be ſatisfied with the 
Conſent and Security given by the other, before there can 
be any Legal Obligation on them to the Performance of the 
Articles of the Contract. From all which it's plain, that 
our Parliament's Receſs, or elſe its Sitting till ſuch time as 
they receive the Eugliſb Parliament's Return, is not only ex- 
pedient, but neceſſary. 1 

To conclude; if inſtead of counſelling them who have no 
Wiſdom, and ſaving the Arm that has no Strength, the little 
Counſel and Strength that remains be diminiſh'd or taken 
away; if inſtead of healing the Nation, the Parliament ſhould 
give it an incurable Wound, by Precipitantly doing what is 

Amiſs, or Negligently Omitting what the preſent Exigence 
viſibly calls for, ho {hall they Exoner their Conſciences and 
anſwer to a Holy and Righteous Judge / | 

As then they would wiſh Peace in the day of their Trouble; 
and Comfort when their Eye- ſtrings begin to break, Let them 
not part with their Power, but hold it faſt, until by delibe- 
rately conſidering, what is here propoſed, and what elſe may 
be offered; and by examining the whole of this weighty 
Affair, they provide for the poor Kingdom; the Government 
whereof they have thoughts to lay down, That they. now do 
with their Mighit what their Hand findeth to do, Remembering, 
that ſhortly they mult give an Account of their Stewardſhip,, 
For tho they are gods, they ſhall die like men, and fall as ens of the 
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